THE THIRTY=SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


TOWN OF MILLIS 


FOR THE 


Fiscal Year Ending December Slst, 1916 


MILLIS, MASS.: 
G. W. WOOLVETT, BOOK AND JOB PRINTER, 
1916 
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TuEspay, Nov. 7, 1916 


Result of vote as declared: 

Electors of President and Vice-President— 
Benson and Kilpatrick, Socialist 
Hanly and Landrith, Prohibition 
Hughes and Fairbanks, Republican 
Reimer and Harrison, Socialist Labor 
Wilson and Marshall, Democratic 
Blanks 

Governor 
James Hayes of Plymouth, Socialist Labor 
Chester R. Lawrence of Boston, Prohibition 
Samuel W. McCall of Winchester, Republican 
Frederick W. Mansfield of Boston, Democratic 
Dan A. White of Brockton, Socialist 
Blanks 

Lieutenant-Goyernor— 
Calvin Coolidge of Northampton, Republican 
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45 
T. J. McCarthy, Slaughter In- 


spector 25 00 
Carter Ink Co. 75 
G. W. Woolvett, 50 postal cards 1 25 
W. H. Thorne, Micchi case 14 78 
Oscar Pond, police July 4 5 00 
L. Brunelli ie 2 50 

- D. J. Murphy, ss 5 00 
John Ward, Jr., se 5 00 
Elmer Jillson, He 5 00 
R. F. King, st 5 00 
W. H. Thorne, Bs 5 00 
C. J. Erisman, oN 5 a0 
T. H. Cassidy, damages $25 00 
H. M. Cushman, 3 badges 2 50 
N. Y.,N.H. & H. R. R., rent 

Clicquot ditch I 00 


Edison Elec. Ill. Co., town office 60 
F. S. Harding, Assessor 35 50 
2 


T. J. McCarthy, Slaughtering 3 50 
W. H. Thorne, Dineen case 5 62 
S Flanagan case Saye 
J. Allen Cole, Assessor 95 00 
C. M. Cushman, auto 12.00 
New Eng. Tel. & Tel. Co., 
town office $1 40 
C. E. Simpson, Rockville 
watering trough If 15 


W. H. Thorne, trip to Rockville 1 00 
4 McKenzie auto 2 00 
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REPORT OF THE TREE WAR DEN. 
Appropriation $150 00 
Paid. 5 
M. L. King $47 63 
L. C. King Ir 88 
E. L. Coldwell 49 75 
B. S. Pope > 50 
Chester LaCroix 50 
H. Wiggin 2 5 
Thorne Bros. Ffek= 
I, LaCroix I 99 


$150 on 


locis LaCrorx, 
Tree Warden. 


The Cemetery Commissioners submit the following re- 
port: 


Receipts from Trust Funds $183 93 
Hixpended as follows: 

Lloyd King, labor $12 75 
C. E. Simpson 12 65 
Martin King IL 30 
Everett Coldweil It 10 
J. Warreti Clark 3 CO 
Lowell A. Mann 61 50 
E. F. Richardson 42 90 
Ed. LaCroix 1 00 
Louis LaCroix | 00 

—— $165 20 
Balance on hand $18 73 

Trust Funds. 
Dividend Balance 

Ann A. Hosmer fund Withdrawn. on Deposit 


jooo Northern Pacific Great Northern $40 00 $960 00 
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The Committee estimates that the sum of $1230.00 will 
also be required for the transportation of pupils during the 
fiscal year from January 1, 1917, to December 31, 1917. 

The Committee reports that the interior of the Ellice 
School has been painted, also a number of small but much 
needed repairs made. 

‘Two more typewriters and desks have been procrured for 
the Commercial department of the High School. 

The Committee feels that more attention should be given 
to laying the foundation for a business career, and less time 
to preparation for a classical education, which the majority 
will never get. 

The prudential affairs connected with the schools have 
been managed with such a regard to the welfare of the 
scholars, as the means at hand would admit, and the Com- 
mittee have borne in mind that strict economy is required; 
but demands are constantly arising which calls for outlay, 
some of which cannot always be foreseen. 

We [eel that the schools were never in a better or more 
prosperous condition, and a large majority of the pupils seem 
to show a decided interest in their work. The Committee 
have used their best judgment to improve and elevate the 
schools; we secure the best teachers at our command, and 
our desire is to retain the services of good teachers as long 
as possible, for we find that frequent changes usually prove 
detrimental, ‘The daily intercourse of the pupils with noble- 
minded, conscientious teachers does much to attain the de- 
sired end for which onr public schools exist. 

In this report the Committee would call attention to the 
need of greater interest on the part of parents in the schools, 
and hope they will acquire the habit of visiting them often 
and see for themselves what is being done. Intelligent 
criticism is always welcome. What interest can scholars or 
teachers manifest when parents are indifferent? These chil- 
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REPORT OF PRINCIPAL. 


To the Superintendent of Schools: 


In submitting this, my first annual report as principal of 
the Millis High School, I desire to heartily commend the sin 
cerity of the teachers in their earnest efforts to maintain the 
scholastic standing of the school, and to enthuse into the life ° 
of the scholars that earnestness of purpose requisite for true 
and honest work leading to better manhood and womanhood. 

Perhaps no one thing stands forth so plainly in our 
school relationship as the apparent lack of interest on the 
part of parents of our school children, People in general 
s2em incredibly careless and heedless in respect to the educa- 
tionof the young, Having started them at a tender age in 
the primary school, they apparently await with assuring as- 
sumption that in due time they will came forth from our 
schools—finished products—as it were. Nothing could be 
more erroreous. Parental cooperation is a necessity. The 
teacher, caring for a large number of pupils, varying in age, 
ability, disposition and home training is burdened with tre- 
mendous responsibilities and duties. She appreciates all 
encouragement offered. Children are inspired by the visits 
of parents, teachers are encouraged and parents enlightened 
in the work being done by the schools, are better able to 
aid the teacher in calling forth the very best efforts of the 
pupil. We live in an age of cooperation, and Iam sure that 
nothing but the very best results can accrue from a closer re- 
lationship between the parent and the school. 

The attendance, while not seriously bad, offers room for 
great improvement. Instances might be cited where absense 
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